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Description of Request: In the arid climate 

of Southern California, it is critically important 
to provide a coordinated effort to conserve 
water resources by controlling water usage. In 
particular, Orange County’s growing popu-
lation requires extensive conservation meas-
ures to adequately provide sufficient water re-
sources for its residents. Funding for the Irri-
gation Controller Installation Program would 
allow for the installation of a smart irrigation 
controller system that uses innovative tech-
nology to regulate the amount of water that is 
delivered based on weather conditions, soil, 
slope, and type of landscape. Supported by 
local government entities and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, this computer-
ized landscape sprinkler system will save the 
residents of Orange County 30,000 acre-feet 
of water every year, directly benefiting more 
than two million Orange County residents. 
This program has direct national significance 
by relieving pressure from imported water 
sources such as the Colorado River Aqueduct 
and the San Francisco Bay Delta. In addition, 
its implementation will help reduce urban run-
off, preventing pollutants from reaching natural 
waterways and the ocean. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ARJUN 
KANDASWAMY 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my congratulations to Arjun Kandaswamy 
for his accomplishments in the Oregon State 
Geography Bee and in the National Geo-
graphic 21st Annual Geography Bee. 

Arjun is an exceptional middle school stu-
dent who participates in Oregon’s Summa 
Program for gifted students. After winning the 
State of Oregon Geography Bee, Arjun rep-
resented Oregon in the National Geographic 
Bee, one of the most difficult in the nation. At 
the age of fourteen, Arjun topped 53 students 
from across the nation and earned second 
place and an accompanying college scholar-
ship. 

I, therefore, again gladly extend my con-
gratulations to Arjun and wish him a bright 
academic future and continued success in all 
his endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING THE CLARKSON 
UNIVERSITY RACQUETBALL 
TEAM UPON WINNING THE 2009 
NATIONAL INTERCOLLEGIATE 
RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Clarkson University Golden 
Knights upon winning the 2009 NCAA Division 
II Racquetball National Championship, their 
second national championship since 2005. I 
am proud to represent Clarkson University and 
the community of Potsdam. 

In April, Clarkson University won the Divi-
sion II National Championship in Tempe, Ari-

zona, which involved 330 players representing 
more than 50 colleges and universities. The 
Golden Knights did so by having the highest 
combined total of the men’s and women’s 
team points, which were attained by defeating 
competing players in individual matches. 

The Clarkson men’s team included Marco B. 
Fontana, Joseph V. Kapas, Justin A. 
Konopaske, Brian C. Robertshaw, Brian T. 
Straub, and Joseph E. Tabor of Nicholville, 
New York, which is located in New York’s 
23rd Congressional District. The women’s 
team was comprised of Michelle E. Turk and 
Rachel D. Weiss, captain of the combined 
teams. Professor Norbert Ackermann has 
served as the team’s advisor for more than a 
decade. 

Madam Speaker, it takes a tremendous 
amount of dedication, hard work, persever-
ance, and teamwork to win a national colle-
giate championship. Thus, I am pleased to ex-
tend my congratulations to these young men 
and women, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the entire Clarkson Univer-
sity Golden Knights racquetball team for this 
very significant accomplishment. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
on Wednesday, July 8, 2009, I missed the fol-
lowing votes: rollcall Nos. 480, 481, 482, 483, 
484, 485, 486, 487, and 488. If I had been 
able to make these votes, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 481 and 488. I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 480, 482, 
483, 484, 485, 486, 487. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, due to unforeseen circumstances, I 
unfortunately missed two recorded votes on 
the House floor on Wednesday, July 8, 2009. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 480 (On agreeing to 
H. Res. 610) and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 
481 (on motion to suspend the rules and pass 
H.R. 1275). 

f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2997) making ap-

propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes: 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 2997, the FY2010 Agriculture 
Appropriations bill, which makes important in-
vestments in agricultural research; conserva-
tion, rural development, and nutrition pro-
grams; as well as a number of other programs 
that support agriculture and rural communities 
in our nation. 

I am very grateful to the Committee, and es-
pecially to Chair ROSA DELAURO, for support 
of many of my high-priority requests and for 
recognizing the special challenges faced by 
Hawaii farmers. 

Yesterday as we were getting ready to 
begin debate, I was surprised to learn that an-
other member had filed an amendment to 
eliminate funding for one of my Hawaii re-
quests included in the final bill. The amend-
ment would have eliminated a $153,000 ear-
mark, titled Agricultural Diversification in Ha-
waii, to assist Hawaii farmers succeed in 
growing and marketing new crops to replace 
sugarcane and pineapple. It was a bit dis-
appointing because the amendment was draft-
ed by a member from Texas, a state that en-
joys far more substantial federal support for its 
farmers in the form of direct payments and 
other agricultural services than Hawaii. 

Ultimately, the member from Texas decided 
not to offer his amendment. If he had, I would 
have offered the following defense for this im-
portant program. 

Hawaii is the most geographically isolated 
state. 

Hawaii imports 85 percent of the food con-
sumed by residents and visitors and is esti-
mated to have a 4–7 day food supply in the 
event of a shipping disruption of any kind. 

Our major agricultural industries of sugar 
and pineapple production have declined pre-
cipitously in the last 15 years. Of our last two 
sugar companies, one announced it was going 
out of business last year. Our longstanding 
leaders in pineapple production have moved 
their fruit production operations out of the 
state. As a result, Hawaii has been making a 
difficult transition from plantation to diversified 
agriculture. 

Increased food production for local and ex-
port markets is a key component to address-
ing food security in Hawaii. 

Most of the research done in mainland uni-
versity and research institutions does not have 
much relevance in Hawaii. We grow different 
crops and have a year-round growing season, 
which means year-round pest and disease 
issues. 

There are no large national agricultural or-
ganizations to lobby for the interests of pa-
paya, pineapple, banana, or coffee farmers. 
Rice and cotton growers in Texas can find 
support from growers in other states who will 
make sure that their needs are understood 
and met. 

The Hawaii Agricultural Diversification pro-
gram has evolved over time from identifying 
alternative crops to replace sugarcane and 
pineapple, to assessments on aquaculture 
crops, to the current emphasis on tropical 
fruits. 

The overall tropical fruit industry in Hawaii 
comprises nearly 1300 farmers who produce 
crops for tropical fruit markets with an annual 
farm gate value of more than $30 million. 
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